
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 

I am writing to express my concern about your attendance at the Defence and Security 
Equipment International (DSEI) fair in September 2013. As a Yorkshire resident, I am 
worried about the possibility of local business being seen to provide legitimacy for 
companies profiting from death, destruction and human rights abuses across the globe. 
 

Despite its name, many of the companies who attend DSEI are not in the business of 
‘defence’ or ‘security’, but profit from aggression, ongoing military conflict, and human 
rights abuses. For example, in 2011, one exhibitor was ejected from the fair for 
advertising the sale of illegal cluster munitions, but only after Caroline Lucas MP 
attended the fair and revealed what was going on. Despite being made illegal by 
international convention in 2010 cluster munitions still contaminate 24 countries, and 
have been responsible for the deaths of innumerable civilians. Had Ms Lucas not 
attended DSEI, more lives could have been lost to dangerous and illegal weapons 
advertised at the show. Also in 2011, Amnesty International uncovered the sale of 
banned torture equipment including leg irons and other restraint devices. We have 
already heard that in 2013 a company called ‘Nonlethal Technologies’ will be attending 
the fair - this company produced and profited from the teargas used fatally against 
democracy activists in Turkey. 
 

Alongside some of the disreputable companies exhibiting at DSEi are some of the 
states invited to attend by the UK government. In 2011, this included a large number of 
states linked to human rights abuses, five of whom had been identified by the Foreign 
Office as countries with ‘the most serious wide-ranging human rights concerns’: 
Columbia, Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam. I would urge you to consider 
whether this is the clientele that you want to be selling your products to, or be 
associating your brand with. 
 

These examples demonstrate the dangerous and violent nature of DSEi, and some of 
the companies and countries that will be attending.  By attending DSEi this year I am 
seriously concerned that your company is unwittingly providing legitimacy to these 
companies and countries. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. If you wish to discuss any of the matters 
raised, I would welcome the opportunity to talk you. Please feel free to get in touch. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 


